few cases human beings have been killed in the same way. It consists in the introduction of some irritant poison, usually arsenious acid, or croton tiglium seeds, into the subcutaneous cellular tissue, in the form of a small, hard, conical solid, made up into a thin needle-like shape, about ? an inch long and of an inch in diameter at its thickest end, but gradually tapering to a fine point. This needle is fixed into a hollow stick, and is driven forcibly through the skin of the being to be destroyed, and then the end is broken off by moving the stick laterally, so that part of the poison remains fixed under the skin.
At the time when the wound is inflicted, a slight pain, as from a puncture or bite, is felt, and a drop or two of blood issues from the small opening, but soon after a burning pain is felt in the part, which becomes hot, red, and very much swollen, so that the puncture may be entirely concealed by the swelling. This gradually extends to tho surrounding parts, great irritation is produced, and much feverishness. Sometimes an abscess occurs either at the injured part or at a distance. The swelling and fever continue to increase, and at last the sufferer dies exhausted, usually on the fourth or fifth day after the infliction of the wound, if the proper treatment is not used.
Treatment.?In all cases the wound in the skin should be enlarged, and the foreign body in it should be removed, if possible; afterwards hot poultices or fomentations should be applied to promote suppuration, and the limb surrounded by a broad band of nitrate of silver, applied to the skin, to limit the extension of the inflammation.
Internally the tincture of the sesquichloride of iron would probably prove useful, and stimulants will generally be required.
In the following case, a man was poisoned by the method The above cases show that this mode of poisoning cattle is widely known in the Punjab, and that it is employed in many different districts ; while, in some cases at least,the same procedure has been employed to destroy human beings.
(To be continued.)
